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-The MAIUNG DATE of this comm unication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 

Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

E^ensCns oH^^^^ ,n no event, however, may a reply be t.mely nied 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communicatlon{s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2bM This action is non-finai. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomjal niatters Prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-18 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) iris is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) H The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 1Q December 2001 is/are: a® accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
IDD The proposed drawing corection filed on is: a)^ approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

1) S NoticeofReferencesClted(PTO-892) 4) □ Intervlev. Surnmary (PT0.413) Paper N^^^^^ 

2) □ Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PT0.948) 5) □ Notice of Inforrr^al Patent Appl.cat.on (PTO-152) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Stalement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Gaim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1, line 5 "the lumen of a pipe" should read -the lumen of the pipe-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claims 10 and 12 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 10, line 2 "a pair of the stop members" lacks antecedent basis in the claims; 
Claim 12, line 2, "a pairs of the hooks" lacks antecedent basis in the claims. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claims 10, 12 and 17 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 10, lines 3-4, claim 12, lines 3-4, and claim 17, Unes 5-9 claim language is unclear 
as to whether each stop member/hook is mounted on an opposite end or if a pair of stop 
member/hooks is mounted on each end. Exammer suggests the language -wherein each stop 
member/hook is mounted on an opposite end—. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

4. Claim 15 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 15, line 3 "defection" should read -deflection-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim RejecHons - 35 USC §102 

5. The foUowing is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubHcation in this or a foreign country or in pubUc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of apphcation for patent m the United States. 

6. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as bemg anticipated by Stevens (U. S. 

Patent No, 4,213,246). 

Stevens teaches a deflection gauge (10) with a dislodging system comprising: an 
elongated deflection gauge (Fig. 1) for measuring a minimum diameter of a lumen of a pipe; and 
dislodging means (26) for dislodging the deflection gauge from a lodged condition in the lumen 
of a pipe, the dislodging means being adapted to impact against the deflection gauge while the 
deflection gauge is positioned in the lumen of the pipe (Col 2, lines 40-51 and Col 3, lines 42- 
56). 

Stevens teaches the deflection gauge with dislodging system wherein the dislodging 
system means is movable on the deflection gauge (Col 3, lines 42-56). 

Stevens teaches the deflection gauge with dislodging system wherein dislodging means is 
movable with respect to the deflection gauge in a direction oriented substantially parallel to the 
longitudinal axis of the deflection gauge (Col 3, lines 42-56). 

Stevens teaches the deflection gauge with dislodging system wherein the dislodging 
means is slidably movable with respect to the deflection gauge by puUing a cord when the cord is 
connected to the dislodging means (Col 3, line 57-Col 4, line 3). 
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Stevens teaches the deflection gauge with dislodging system wherein the dislodging 
means is adapted to impact the deflection gauge in a direction oriented substantially parallel to 
the longitudinal axis of the deflection gauge (Col 3, lines 42-56). 

Stevens teaches the deflection gauge with dislodging system wherein the dislodging 
means includes a sUde member (12) sHdably mounted on the deflection gauge, the slide member 

having opposite ends (46, 48). 

Stevens teaches the deflection gauge with dislodging system wherein the deflection 
gauge includes a pair of spaced end plates (22, 32), and wherein the slide member has a length 
greater than the distance between outer surfaces of the end plates of the deflection gauge (Fig. 1). 

Stevens teaches the deflection gauge with dislodging system wherein the deflection 
means includes a stop member (26) mounted on the slide member for limiting sliding movement 
of the slide member with respect to the deflection gauge (Col 2, Imes 23-5 1). 

Stevens teaches the deflection gauge with dislodging system wherein the stop member is 
mounted at an end of the slide member (Fig. 1) and wherein the stop member comprising a plate, 
the plate lying in a plane oriented substantially perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the slide 
member (Fig. 1). 

Stevens teaches the deflection gauge with dislodging system wherein a pair of the stop 
members (22, 26) are mounted on the slide member with the pair of stop members being 
mounted on opposite ends of the sUde member, 

Stevens teaches the deflection gauge with dislodging system wherein the dislodging 
means includes a hook (46) mounted on the slide member for connected a cord thereto. 
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Stevens teaches the deflection gauge with dislodging system wherein a pair of the hooks 
(46, 48) are mounted on the slide member with the pair of hooks being mounted on opposite ends 
of the slide member (Fig. 1) and wherein each of the hooks being located longitudinally outward 
of the stop member (Fig. 1), each of the hooks comprising a closed loop (Fig. 1). 

Stevens teaches the deflection gauge with dislodging system wherein the deflection 
gauge comprises a pair of longitudinally separated end plates and a plurality of skid members 
(38) extending between the end plates. 

Stevens teaches the deflection gauge with dislodging system wherein each of the end 
plates has an aperture formed therein, and wherein the dislodging means comprises a slide 
member extending in the aperture of the end plates (Figs. 1 and 2). 

Stevens teaches the deflection gauge with dislodging system wherein radially outermost 
surfaces of the skid members defining a calibrated diameter along a circumference of the 
deflection gauge (Col 1, lines 43-68). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The following patents disclose deflection gauges Wiltermood et al. (u. S. patent no. 
4,521,968), Prange (U. S. Patent No. 4,418,572), and Pino Jr. (U. S. Patent no. 3,533,166). 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Amy R Cohen whose telephone number is (703) 305-4972. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 am - 5 pm, M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diego Gutierrez can be reached on (703) 308-3875. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-7722 for regular 
communications and (703) 308-7722 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306-343 1 . 



October 18,2002 {^^^ 

Diego Gutierrez 
Supervisory Examiner 
Tech Center 2800 



